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Welcome

Message from the Minister
for Creative Industries

Birrarangga Film Festival is in its fifth year and it draws on First Peoples knowledge,
culture and perspectives that go back many millennia.

This year’s program showcases diverse First Peoples stories from Australia and
across the globe, with more than 20 feature films over six days.

Beyond the film program, Birrarangga 2023 offers up a Victorian First Peoples Screen
Forum, which was initiated by Creative Victoria's First Peoples Directions Circle,

as well as talks and panels for audiences to hear from filmmakers about their craft
and careers.

The Victorian Government has supported Birrarangga Film Festival since the very start
and we're proud to see it grow into an important fixture of our creative calendar.

Congratulations to Tony Briggs and the Birrarangga team on this year’s fantastic
program — and thank you to all the participating filmmakers for sharing your ideas,
stories and talent with us.

Enjoy Birrarangga 2023!

Steve Dimopoulos MP
Minister for Creative Industries

Birrarangga Film Festival staff
. _______________________________________________________________________|

Artistic Director — Tony Briggs Marketing & Sponsorship — Dillan Golightly
Producer — Damienne Pradier Publicity — Nicole Hurren

Program Producer — Steven Trosti Design - Ortolan

Associate Producer — Kynan Clarke Festival Artwork — Aretha Brown
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Artistic Director’s
Statement

Welcome to the 2023 Birarrangga Film
Festival! We are delighted to have you
here to present the newest and some of
the most exciting Indigenous films around
the globe.

We are thrilled to, yet again, have the
opportunity to gather some of the most
inspiring storytellers who are at the
forefront of propelling the international
movement of Indigenous representation
for the screen.

This year's lineup will leave you feeling
inspired and energized, with stories from
award-winning feature films to inspiring
documentaries, captivating short films
and enthralling discussion panels.

We are honoured to have gathered such
an exciting array of talented filmmakers,
who continuously aim to focus on the
many faces of the global Indigenous
community and promote Indigenous
traditions, language and pride. | am
confident that our cultures will only
continue to thrive and connect more
deeply with this focus.
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Once again, with great pride, | welcome
you to enjoy the 2023 Birrarangga Film
Festival, a celebratory offer to one of

the most culturally influential cities in the
world. We look forward to you joining us
in celebrating the best of global
Indigenous cinema!

Tony Briggs

Yorta Yorta/Wurundjeri
Artistic Director,
Birrarangga Film Festival

Opening Night

Bones of Crows

Thursday 23 March 6.30pm | The Capitol
113 Swanston St Melbourne

$40 includes entry to afterparty

with a drink and hors doeuvres

OPENING CEREMONY
& WELCOME 6.30pm

SPEECHES & FORMALITIES 7pm

We're very proud to present Bones

of Crows as the opening night film

of the Birrarangga Film Festival.
Proudly presented in partnership with
Ngarara Willim & RMIT Culture.

Bones of Crows is a psychological drama
told through the eyes of Cree Matriarch
Aline Spears, as she survives Canada’s
residential school system to continue her
family’s generational fight in the face of
systemic starvation, racism, and sexual
abuse. Bones of Crows unfolds over one
hundred years with a cumulative force
that propels us into the future.

Director & Writer: Marie Clements
(Métis/Dene)

Canada | 2022 | 124 min
Unclassified - Restricted to persons
15+ unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: | AM HOME

As time goes on and the world around us
shifts, we adapt and change. Although we
might look different, deep down we are
still the same. We are made from Mother
Earth: mud, wood, love, and patience.
Director: Kymon Greyhorse
(Navajo/Tongan/2Spirit) | USA
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Whetua Marama -
Bright Star

Fri 24 March S5pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Fllm Pass $45 | 5 Fllm Pass $75

Piki mai te papai Taku waka! Come up on
to the deck of my canoe! The story of Sir
Hekenukumai Ngaiwi Puhipi, Hek Busby
and his significance to Te Ao Maori, the
Maori world, in rekindling their wayfinding
DNA and for all New Zealanders in
reclaiming our place as traditional star
voyages on the world map.

Directors & Writers: Toby Mills (Maori),
Aileen O’Sullivan

Aoeetearoa | 2021 | 93 min |

English & Maori

Unclassified - No age restrictions

Preview Short: E Lele Le Toloa

E Lele Le Toloa is a visual Talanoa and
exploration of faasinomaga (identity).
At the centre is Tui Meki, a son of the
Pacific, on a journey of self-discovery
and finding his grounding in spaces
that he moves through. We follow Meki,
as he recounts the experiences that
have helped shape and reveal to
himself who he is as an individual.
Director: Selu-Kian Faletoese (Samoan)
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Fri 24 March 6.45pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

With problems on the home front,
15-year-old Murra is on the verge of
lashing out. That is, until her policeman
uncle thwarts her self-destructive
behaviour with a lifeline: a “photo-
safari for at-risk kids". Murra isn't
entirely convinced, but she soon joins
cantankerous Kylie, uptight Sean,
happy-go-lucky Elvis, and camp
counsellors Fernando and Michelle on a
transformative bus trip to the Pilbara.
On the trail, the teens learn about fun,
friendship and first crushes, as well as
the forces of ‘reality’ that puncture the
bubble of youth.

Director: Jub Clerc (Nyulnyul & Yawuru)
Australia | 2022 | 90 min | English
Unclassified - No age restrictions

Preview Short: The Water Walker

The Water Walker is a short
documentary, tracing the roots, passion
and perseverance of young Autumn.
We follow her story as she prepares to
speak at the United Nations.

Director: Director: James Burns | USA

Bootlegger

Fri 24 March 7.15pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

The iconic statues and sensationalized
‘mysteries’ of Easter Island (Rapa Nui)
have drawn the interest of the world for
centuries, attracting curious visitors

to its shores. Today, this tiny, barren
island is experiencing an economic
boom as tourism skyrockets. Yet the
indigenous culture and the island’s
fragile environment are suffering.

Director: Caroline Monnet (Algonquin)
USA | 2021 | 81 min | English | French |
Anishinaabemowin

Unclassified — Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short:

Meneath: The Hidden Island of Ethics
Meneath: The Hidden Island of Ethics
charts a challenging journey for a
precocious Métis baby girl as she
contemplates her path to Hell.
Director: Terrril Calder (Métis) | Canada

Wild Indian

Fri 24 March 9pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Decades after covering up his
classmate’s murder, Michael (Michael
Greyeyes) has moved on from his
reservation and fractured past. When a
man who shares his violent secret seeks
vengeance (Chaske Spencer), Michael
goes to great lengths to protect his new
life with his wife (Kate Bosworth) and
boss (Jesse Eisenberg) from the
demons of his past.

Director & Writer:

Lyle Mitchell Corbine Jr. (Ojibwe)

USA | 2021 | 90 mins | English & Ojibwe
Unclassified — Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short: Ka Ho'i: The Return

In KA HO'l, an aging Hawaiian War
Veteran grapples with the nightmares of
his past, and the even scarier thought of
being forgotten as the world around him
seems to leave him in the dust. One night,
he hears a familiar voice calling him from
the beach, and what he encounters is
beyond anything he could have imagined.
Director: Mitchel Merrick (Hawaiian)
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Bring Her Home

Fri 24 March 745pm | ACMI Gandel Lab
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Bring Her Home follows three Indigenous
women — an artist, an activist and a
politician — as they work to vindicate
and honor their relatives who are victims
in the growing epidemic of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women. As they
face the lasting effects of historical
trauma, each woman searches for healing
while navigating the oppressive systems
that brought about this very crisis.

Director & Writer: Leya Hale
(Dakota/Diné)

USA | 2020 | 60 min |

Unclassified — Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short: itohtéwin (Goal of
Journey or Destination)

Honouring ancestors of past, present,
and future, this video is a tribute to those
whose spirits dance on through the stars.
Director: Angela Gladue (Cree/Greek)
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Stellar

Fri 24 March 9.15pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

As a meteorite catastrophically changes
the planet outside, two lovers find each
other in a small bar in Northern Ontario,
Canada. Across their bodies and spirits,
the star-crossed couple transcends the
traumas of one world and finds a path
to a new one. STELLAR observes human
notions of connections between oneself,
other people, and Mother Earth herself.

Director & Writer: Darlene Naponse
(Anishinaabe)

Canada | 2022 | 87 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short: Taiao

TAIAO explores how and why we use
Aotearoad’s natural environment the way
we do, presenting a snapshot of the
times we live in without spoken word.
Directors: Andrei Talili (Maori) &

Micah Winiata (Maori)

Sat 25 March 2pm | CLASSIC Elsternwick
F $22 | C $17] Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

The story of Dame Whina Cooper,

the beloved Maori matriarch who worked
tirelessly to improve the rights of her
people, especially women. Whina tells

the story of a woman formed by tradition,
compelled by innovation, and guided

by an instinct for equality and justice
whose legacy as the Te Whaea o te Motu
(Mother of the Nation) was an inspiration
to an entire country.

Directors: Paula Whetu Jones (Te Aitanga
a Mahaki, Whakatohea, Ngati Porou),
James Napier Robertson

New Zealand | 2021 | 115 min | Te Reo
Maori | English subtitles

Unclassified - Restricted to persons

15+ unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: The Politics of

Toheroa Soup

Toheroa was once New Zealand’s favourite
shellfish, with a global reputation
delivered to the mouths of foreigners
through canned meat and soups.
Director: Tiana Trego-Hall (Te Rarawa)

SAAMSIK
Great Grandmothers Hat

Sat 25 March 4pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

For a long, long time, perhaps since
the dawn of time, the Pasvik Sami
managed their small borderless area
in harmony with nature. Then Norway,
Russia and Finland divided the area
between them. Mining and power plants
changed the landscape and the river.
On the Norwegian side, the language
and culture were almost obliterated.
But they never managed to eradicate
the East Sami genes.

Directors & Writers: Anstein Mikkelsen
(Lakselv-Leavdnja) & Harry Johansen
Norway | 2021 | 60 min | Sami |
English subtitles

Unclassified — No age restrictions

Preview Short: Ealat (Good Pasture)
Through Elle Marjd Eira’s eyes, we follow
her family in different seasons with their
reindeer herd. A story about living and
surviving in Sdmi reindeer husbandry

in strange times.

Director: Elle Marja Eira (Sami)
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Don’t Bury Me
Without Ivan

Sat 25 March 6pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Takut Stepan Beresekov periodically
falls into a lethargic sleep. Only a
Russian, the son of a priest, lvan Popov,
can distinguish his condition from real
death. But Popov is going on a long
ethnographic expedition. Stepan
decides to follow his savior so as not
to be buried alive.

Director/Writer: Lyubov Borisova

(Sakha Republic)

Russia | 2022 | 122 min | Russian | Yakut |
English Subtitles

Unclassified - No age restrictions

Preview Short: E RANGI RA

Set in the early 1800s following
Ngapuhi's attack on Te Whanau a
Hinerupe. Armed with European
muskets this attack had a devastating
long-lasting impact on Te Whanau a
Hinerupe and their descendants.
Directors: Tioreore Ngatai-Melbourne
(Ngati Porou & Ngai Tuhoe)
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Charter

Sat 25 March 4.30pm | Classic Elsternwick
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Alice hasn't seen her two children in
months. After a recent and difficult
divorce, her ex-husband keeps them from
seeing her, awaiting the final custody
verdict in Northern Sweden. When her
son calls her in the middle of the night
weeping helplessly, Alice takes action.

Director & Writer: Amanda Kernell
(Southern Sami)

Sweden | 2020 | 94 min | Swedish |
English Subtitles

Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: Maidenhood

Catalina watches “La Baldhna”

by her cousin Maritza, longing for one
day that her own will come. She runs
away with her boyfriend eager to
have her first sexual relationship.
Director: Xéchitl Enriquez Mendoza
(Zapoteca)

A Boy Called Piano

Sat 25 March 9pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

A Boy Called Piano - The Story of
Fa'amoana John Luafutu tells the
remarkable story of Fa'amoana’s time
as a state ward in the 1960s and the
intergenerational impacts of these
experiences.

Director: Nina Nawalowalo (Fijian)

New Zealand | 2022 | 57 min | Samoan |
English | English Subtitles

Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short: Honour to

Senator Murray Sinclair

As the Chair of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, Senator
Murray Sinclair was a key figure in
raising global awareness of the atrocities
of Canada’s residential school system.
Alanis Obomsawin shares the powerful
speech the Senator gave when he
accepted the WFM-Canada World
Peace Award.

Director: Alanis Obomsawin (Abenaki)

The Drover’s Wife

Sun 26 March 4pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

[t's 1893 in the alpine country of
Australia’s Snowy Mountains. On an
isolated farm, the heavily pregnant Molly
Johnson and her young children struggle
to survive in the absence of her drover
husband. When a fugitive Aboriginal man,
Yadaka, arrives on her property, Molly
initially treats him with extreme caution.
But gradually, Yadaka proves helpful in

a difficult situation, and just might
provide a link to Molly’s past.

Director/Writer: Leah Purcell
(Goa-Gunggari Wakka Wakka Murri)
Australia | 2021 | 109 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15+
unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: Washday

A father turns his car into a water
pump while his young daughter
becomes a force of nature.
Director: Kath Akuhata-Brown
(Ngati Porou)
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Festival Calendar

Feature
Shorts
Il '~ Conversation AM PM
11 12 1 2 3 S 6 7 8 10 11 12
THUR 23 OPENING NIGHT
Bones of Crows The Capitol
FRI 24 . . .
Arran 360° Sweet As Wild Indian
Deakin LIDO Hawthorn LIDO Hawthorn
Connections Bring Her Home Surviving Sins
Gandel Lab Gandel Lab Gandel Lab
Whetu Marama Bootlegger Stellar
ACMI C2 ACMI C2 ACMI C2
SAT 25
Whina Charter
CLASSIC CLASSIC
The Making of SAAMSIK - Great Don’t Bury Me Without Ivan A Boy Called Piano
Sweet As Grandmothers Hat ACMI C2 ACMI C2
ACMI C2 ACMI C2
Kyndoo Wilam Whose story is it anyway?
Gandel Lab Gandel Lab
SUN 26
Wildhood Wochiigii lo: End of the Peace
LIDO Hawthorn LIDO Hawthorn
United Struggle The Drover’s Wife Kiimapiiyipitssini - Ka Po
ACMI C2 ACMI C2 The Meaning of Empathy ACMI C2
ACMI C2
NGA RARA O TE RAKAU Rosie
Gandel Lab PRIDE CENTRE
MON 27 Arran 360° Precious Leader Woman Run Woman Run
Deakin LIDO Hawthorn LIDO Hawthorn
Everyday in Kaimuki Daughter of a Lost Bird
ACMI C2 ACMI C2
TUES 28
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CLOSING NIGHT Muru
ACMI C1
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Wildhood

Sun 26 March 6.30pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

In a rural East Coast trailer park, Link
lives with his toxic father and younger
half brother, Travis. When Link discovers
his Mi'kmaw mother could still be alive,

it lights a flame as the siblings embark
on a quest for a better life. On the road,
they meet Pasmay, a pow wow dancer
drawn to Link. As the boys journey across
Mi'’kma'ki, Link finds community, identity
and love in the land where he belongs.

Director & Writer: Bretten Hannam
(Mi’kmaq / Lnu)

Canada | 2021 | 108 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons
15+ unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: Spirit Emulsion

A connection to my mother in the spirit
world reactivates Taino culture and
presence, revealing a realm unseen.
Director: Siku Allooloo
(Inuk/Haitian/Taino)
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Kiimapiiyipitssini -
The Meaning of Empathy
|

Sun 14 March 6.30pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Follow filmmaker Elle-Mdijd Tailfeathers

as she creates an intimate portrait of

her community and the impacts of the
substance use and overdose epidemic.
Witness the change brought by community
members with substance-use disorder,
first responders and medical professionals
as they strive for harm reduction in the
Kainai First Nation.

Director & Writer: Elle-Maija Tailfeathers
(Blackfoot & Sami)

Canada | 2021 | 124 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons

15+ unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: He Ara Ano

(There is another way)

A story of drug addiction, Maori
Wahine, and the power of recovery.
Director: Holly Beckham

(Ngapuhi, Ngati Rangi)

Sun 26 March 7.30pm |

PRIDE CENTRE St.Kilda

F $22 | C $17]| Blak Tix $13

3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

An orphaned Indigenous girl is forced
to live with her reluctant, street-smart,
francophone aunty and her two best
friends in 80’'s Montreal.

Director & Writer: Gail Maurice
(Cree/Michif)

Canada | 2022 | 91 min | English |
French | Cree

Unclassified - No age restrictions

Preview Short: Kungka Kunpu

‘Our film is called Kungka Kunpu, which
means Strong Women! We want to show
a strong, positive message about life in
a remote Indigenous community — us
young women here in Indulkana love to
dance and have fun and make each
other laugh’

Directors: K. Whiskey, V.Cullinan,
LCullinan, KWallating, B.Chimney,
B.Muffler (Anangu Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara)

Wochiigii lo:
End of the Peace

Sun 26 March 8.30pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17 Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Wochiigii lo: End of the Peace follows the
struggles of Diane Abel and Chief Roland
Willson of West Moberly First Nations as
they battle the BC government against
the construction of a multi-billion-

dollar mega-dam along the Peace River
(commonly known as Site C Dam).

Director & Writer: Heather Hatch (Haida)
Canada | 2021 | 85 min | English
Unclassified — No age restrictions

Preview Short: OShO

(What They’ve Been Taught)

Filmed on the Qualla Boundary and
Cherokee Nation, this short film explores
expressions of reciprocity in the Cherokee
world, brought to life through a story told
by an elder and first language speaker
Director: Brit Hensel (Cherokee Nation)
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Ka Po

Sun 26 March 9.30pm | ACMI C2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

A young Indigenous woman trapped in
the throes of an abusive relationship gets
revenge by burning down her boyfriend'’s
home. Fearing retaliation, she flees into
the mountains of Kauai, Hawaii where she
discovers a mythical creature that guides
her back to her ancestral roots.

Director: Etienne Aurelius (Native
Hawaiian) USA | 2022 | 90 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.
Warning: This film contains scenes or
themes of domestic violence that some
audience members may find upsetting.
Viewer discretion advised.

Preview Short: The Abyss

Sonia defended herself. For the first time,
she confronted her abusive boyfriend
Alan, who now lies dead as a result of

an apparent accident. Without family or
close friends, Sonia hopes she'll convince
her neighbor Meche to help her get rid of
the body.

Director: Eduardo Moreno Ferndandez
(Mexican)
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Every Day in Kaimuki

Mon 27 March 6pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Naz, a cynical and charismatic
20-something, has spent his entire life
in tranquil O’ahu, Hawaii, skateboarding
with his friends and hosting a nightly
radio show where he spotlights emerging
musicians. When his girlfriend, Sloane,
nabs the chance to move to bustling
New York, Naz begins preparing for their
big move, planning every detail down to
his cat’s absurd flight plan. Even when
dreaming about what life outside the
island might look like, however, Naz
wonders whether uprooting his world

is the right decision.

Director: Alika Tengan (Native Hawaiian)
Hawaii | 2022 | 81 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult.

Preview Short: The Machine

In a quiet corner of rural New Zealand, a
teenage boy holds the key to the greatest
discovery of our time.

Director: Isaac Bell (Maori)

Precious Leader Woman

Mon 27 March 6.30pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Spencer O'Brien was on her way to
becoming the best female snowboarder
in the world when Rheumatoid arthritis
set in. Forced to return home, she
rediscovered her First Nations identity.

Director: Cassie De Colling

Writers: Elle-Maija Tailfeathers
(Blackfoot & Sami), Spencer O’Brien
(Haida & Kwakwaka'wakw)

Canada | 2021 | 46 min |

Swedish | English

Unclassified - No age restrictions

Preview Short: Long line of Ladies

A girl and her community prepare

for her lhuk, the once dormant
coming-of-age ceremony of the

Karuk tribe of northern California.
Directors: Shaandiin Tome (Diné/Navajo),
Rayka Zehtabchi (Iranian)

Daughter of a Lost Bird

Mon 27 March 8.15pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Daughter Of A Lost Bird follows

Kendra, an adult Native adoptee, as

she reconnects with her birth family,
discovers her Lummi heritage, and
confronts issues of her own identity.

Her singular story echoes many affected
by the Indian Child Welfare Act and the
Indian Adoption Project.

Director & Writer: Brooke Pepion Swaney
(Blackfeet/Salish)

USA | 2020 | 60 min | English
Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15+
unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: Kicking the Clouds

This film is a reflection on descendants
and ancestors, guided by a 50 year old
audio recording of my grandmother
learning the Pechanga language from her
mother. After being given this tape by
my mother, | interviewed her and asked
about it, and recorded her ruminations on
their lives and her own.

Director: Sky Hopinka (Ho-Chunk Nation)
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Run Woman Run

Mon 27 March 8.30pm | LIDO Hawthorn
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Run Woman Run is a magical anti-

rom com about Beck, a single mum
who has lost her passion for life and
for her Mohawk language. She lives for
donuts in a bathrobe, where her only
exercise is the walk from her car to the
mailbox. Beck gives up when her health
fails, disappointing her family. To win
them back, she conjures the spirit of a
legendary marathon runner who inspires
her to run and to be grateful.

Director/Writer: Zoe Leigh Hopkins
(Heiltsuk/Mohawk)

Canada | 2021 | 100 min | English
Unclassified — No age restrictions

Preview Short: Manu Masters

Manu Masters is a summer coming-of-
age comedy inspired by films like the Last
Dragon and the original Karate Kid. Manu
Masters must learn how to bomb from
Matua Pai to save his reputation,

but also for his own self-esteem.
Director: Te Waiarangi Ratana (Tuhoe)
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Closing

Night

Muru

Tues 28 March 6.30pm | Cinema 1
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13
3 Film Pass $45 | 5 Film Pass $75

Inspired by actual events, MURU is the
story of a local Police Sergeant ‘Taffy’
Tawharau (Cliff Curtis), who must choose
between his badge and his people, when
the Government launches an armed raid
through his Ruatoki community, on a
school day.

Director: Tearepa Kahi

(Ngati Paoa & Waikato)

Aotearoa | 2022 | 106 min | English |

Te Reo Maori

Unclassified - Restricted to persons 15
and over unless accompanied by an adult

Preview Short: Ivalu

Ivalu is gone. Her little sister is desperate
to find her. Her father does not care.

The vast Greenlandic nature holds
secrets. The search for Ivalu is on.
Directors: Anders Walter, Pipaluk K.
Jergensen (Inuk)
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Arran
360°

Friday 24 11am | Mon 27 March 11am
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13 |

3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

Deakin University

Level 1, Building IC

Waurn Ponds Campus

Nyaal Precinct

20 Birrarangga Film Festival 2023

Six unique Sami filmmakers from all
over Sdpmi were selected to create new
works for ARRAN 360°. Together, they
made visible the willingness to explore
and investigate new mediums for Sami
storytelling, and stood for cinematic and
digital pioneering work. The 360-degree
format has previously been primarily
used as a visual technique, and to a
small extent has been tested in the
development of story-driven films with
a clear narrative. Six new films from six
Sami filmmakers, shot with a unique
camera rig consisting of six cameras,

in a collaboration with Stargate Media,
International Sami Film Institute,
Norwegian Film Institute and Office

of Contemporary Art.

Films

Ovias

Director/Writer: Ann Holmgren Aurebekk
A young woman embarks on a journey
into a dreamlike parallel world to discover
that every small action we do in this
world has a direct resonance in a myriad
of other realms.

Eallu girdnu (Reindeer corral)
Director/Writer: Elle Mdrja Eira
Standing in the heart of the girdnu
(reindeer corral) surrounded by reindeer
moving in a circular motion, the viewer
will experience a sense of the great
forces that exist at the heart of reindeer
herding.

Muohta&almmit

Director/Writer: Hans Pieski

The enormous power of water and
people’'s dependence on it will be
considered in this surreal video artwork.

Eadni - Mother

Director/Writer: Liselotte Wajstedt
Hdaldi is a forest animal who can lure
children into the forest. Is it just part
of Sami mythology or is it as real as
you and me?

Afruvva - Mermaid

Director/Writer: Marja Helander
Afruvvd is a Sami sea creature, the
ghost of a drowned person. Longing for
warmth, she emerges from the sea to a
world devoid of humans and experiences
humanity through an abandoned
museum.

Daate Dijjien

Director/Writer: Silja Somby

After a sacred Sami drum is abducted
by a Christian priest, we are taken

on a journey beyond space and time
that reveals more about the drum’s
innate power.

Birrarangga Film Festival 2023 21



Birrarangga

Shorts

Connections

Fri 24 March 6pm | ACMI Gandel Lab 1
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13 |

3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

Unclassified 15+

Curated by Jodie Bell, a Butchella
and Jagera woman from Southeast
Queensland and an experienced film
producer. Jodie is CEO/Producer of
Ramu Productions and Goolarri
Media. She is also the Indigenous Film
Manager of CinefestOz Film Festival.
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Kyindoo Wilam
(Learning Place)
|

Sat 25 March 11.30am | ACMI Gandel Lab
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13 |

3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

Unclassified - No age restriction

A selection of short films from across
the world curated by our Artistic Director
Tony Briggs that explore family and
culture. This is a place where kids can
come and sit, listen and learn together.

Surviving Sins

Fri 24 March 9.15pm | ACMI Gandel Lab 1
F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13

3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

Unclassified 15+

A selection of Indigenous short films
from across the Globe curated by our
Artistic Director Tony Briggs.

NGA RARA O TE RAKAU

Sun 26 March 1pm | ACMI Gandel Lab 1
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13

3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

Unclassified 15+

Curated by Writer and Director
Tearepa Kahi (Ngati Paoa & Waikato),
an international award winning Mdori
filmmaker who specialises in Kaupapa
Md3ori stories.
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Birrarangga CINEMA
in conversation TO .. TALK

The Making of Sweet As J | -

Sat 25 March 2.30pm | ACMI Cinema 2 o
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13 | 3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75
o

In Conversation with Jub Clerc and Liz Kearney discussing
the making of the feature film Sweet As.

LIDO CINEMAS 675*GLENFERRIE ROAD, HAWTHORN

. 8 CINEMAS + A ROOFTOP CINEMA LIDOCINEMAS.COM.AU
United Struggle

Sun 26 March 2pm | ACMI Cinema 2
F $22 | C $17 | Blak Tix $13 | 3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75 a )

Join two giants of First Nations activism, Uncles Tame lIti
and Gary Foley, as they share stories of friendship and
activism over the last 50 years and how filmmaking has
helped the cause.

Whose story is it anyway? 1 0 0 Y EA R S O F
TR STORYTELLING.

F $22 | C $17| Blak Tix $13 | 3 Pass $45 | 5 Pass $75

\/
}\\\\ 2

70|\

Indigenous Screen Creatives from Across the Globe

Join our International screen leaders in a discussion that Book your tickets tOdaY.
explores the idea of Story Sovereignty and examines the age-
old question of who gets to tell Indigenous stories and why?

CLASSIC

9 GORDON STREET, ELSTERNWICK | CLASSICCINEMAS.COM.AU
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Festival Artwork (cover) — Aretha Brown
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‘This artwork to me represents the
importance of young Indigenous people
telling our stories. We are the original
storytellers and film making is a means
in which to reclaim our power and
decolonize our filmic landscape.

The artwork also touches on the
importance of communicating what it
means to be a displaced First Nations
person living in the confinements of a
city. | don't live on my country — so what
does country mean to me? It's about
highlighting how young mob navigate
through our urban spaces.’

— Aretha Brown

Festival Merchandise

See our range of merchandise at
venues and on our website featuring
the amazing artwork of Aretha Brown,
this year’s festival artist.

www.birrarangga.world



